Orange County Business Journal Online

Orance CoUNTY BUSDE

sTouEga

Page 1 of 1

GOLF CLUB

Marketplace = Real Estate Gallery =~ MNew Homes = Urban Living | Window Shopping ~ Luxury Autos | Wine & Dine || Investment Properties

FREE
Business News

Email Updates

Sign Up

INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC
NEWS STORIES:
Aerospace/Defense
Apparel/Surfwear
Automotive

Dining

Economy

Education
Energy/Utilities

Finance
Government/Regulation
Healthcare

International Trade

Law

Manufacturing

Media & Marketing
Real Estate

Retail
Technology
Tourism/Hotels

Venture Capital

QOCBJ Poll

Have you noticed the
Business Journal's
new glossy centerfold
featuring our weekly
lists?

'.- ! Yes, a big
improvement

@] Yes, but | have
no opinion

() 1liked the list
better the old way

) No, I hadnt
noticed

[ Vote ]

View Results

|

== Special Supplement

See Advertizer's Info =»

© wes

€ ARCHIVES © sienim
CONNECT

p Enter keyword(s)
SEARCH

Search

— |

Experience 360° living i -

9 Bhawater NOW SELLING IN.CARLSBAD

- OCBJ Artl cles

.
.«.-—

Posted date: 6/11/2009
Daily Pilot Veterans Launch Local News Site

By MICHAEL VOLPE
ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESS JOURNAL STAFF

Two former Daily Pilot veterans have launched a daily Internet news site for Newport Beach
and Costa Mesa.

Tom Johnson, the former publisher of the Daily Pilot, and Bill Lobdell, the paper’s former
editor, launched the site, Newport-Mesa Daily Voice, on Wednesday.

The name echoes the popular Voice of San Diego, a Web-only nonprofit.

The pair announced their plans to launch the Web site and a possible weekly paper as a
nonprofit back in January.

The news Web site will include community watchdog coverage, opinions and editorials, an
events calendar, local sports and videos.

“We'll also aggregate content from other local favorite sites so you can find everything about
Newport-Mesa at one Web site.” Johnson said in a post on the Web site.

The two former Daily Pilot employees said they had expressed interest in buying the Daily
Pilot from Chicago-based Tribune Co., which filed for bankruptcy in December.

“We even got the attention of the
Tribune’s investment banker in New
York,” Johnson said.

UC Irvine
Ultimately, they were unable to find any
funding for such an acquisition.

Shaping the Future

“Everywhere we looked, no matter what
the size of the rock, money was hard to
find,” Johnson said. “This wasn’t the best
time to raise money for a news
operation.”

UC Irvine's alumni, parents and friends,
and our faculty and students, are joining t
to raise $1 billion. We're finding hope in
opportunity, innovation, and the aspirations
of our students and faculty.

Johnson and Lobdell have retained
lawyer Michael Carroll to solicit venture
capital for their Web-print news hybrid.

The idea is to generate revenue through advertising sales and donations, based on the model
used by National Public Radio and PBS.

The two hope to draw support from readers and foundations in Newport Beach and Costa
Mesa.
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