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YOUNG SUCCESS STORIES 
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40 UNDER 40 WEB 
EXTRA 
 

 

MICHAEL C. CARROLL  
FOUNDER OF CORPGEN COUNSEL 

 

MICHAEL CARROLL IS NOT ONLY AN ACCOMPLISHED CORPORATE 

ATTORNEY WHO SAVES ORANGE COUNTY COMPANIES SIGNIFICANT 

AMOUNTS OF MONEY, HE IS A BEST-SELLING AUTHOR. CARROLL 

CREATED CORPGEN COUNSEL, WHICH IS INNOVATING NEW WAYS FOR 

COMPANIES TO PROVIDE IN-HOUSE LEGAL COUNSEL WITHOUT ADDING 

STAFF. AT THE SAME TIME, HIS BOOK “LAB 257,” PUBLISHED BY 

HARPERCOLLINS, HAS MADE ITS WAY TO THE NEW YORK TIMES BEST-

SELLER LIST.  

 

MOST IMPORTANT LESSON LEARNED:  
IF YOU HAVE AN OVERWHELMING, CONSUMING PASSION TO DO 

SOMETHING, YOU MUST GO FOR IT, AND GIVE IT EVERYTHING YOU’VE 

GOT. I HAD AN IDEA TO WRITE A BOOK ABOUT SOMETHING I COULDN’T 

STOP THINKING ABOUT. I KNEW IF I DIDN’T PURSUE IT, I WOULD 

ALWAYS REGRET NOT TRYING. WELL, THAT IDEA SEVEN YEARS LATER 

BECAME A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER. 

 

NEXT BIG STEP:  
CONTINUE TO CHANGE THE FACE OF BUSINESS COUNSEL FOR 

VENTURE-BACKED PRIVATE AND PUBLIC COMPANIES, AND WRITE 

ANOTHER BOOK. 

 

ADVICE FOR OTHER YOUNG PROFESSIONALS:  
WORK HARD NOW, AND GO THE EXTRA MILE IN YOUR PROFESSIONAL 

EFFORTS – IT WILL ESTABLISH A LIFETIME WORK ETHIC THAT WILL 

ATTRACT SUCCESS. THE LINEAR CAREER PATHS OUR PARENTS HAD 
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BASIS, AND SUCCESSFUL PEOPLE ACCEPT THIS AS THE BUSINESS 

NORM. IT’S FUN, BUT GET READY FOR THOSE EARLY MORNING 

CONFERENCE CALLS FROM NEW YORK AND EUROPE, AND LATE NIGHT 

CALLS FROM ASIA. 

 

WHAT YOU DO FOR FUN:  
WRITING, SKIING AND MOUNTAIN BIKING  

 

IF YOU COULD HAVE DINNER WITH ANYONE – ALIVE OR DEAD 
– WHO WOULD IT BE AND WHY?  
GEN. DOUGLAS MACARTHUR – MACARTHUR STANDS AMONG THE TOP 

MILITARY STRATEGISTS OF ALL TIME. HE WAS AN ARDENT STUDENT 

OF HISTORY AND HELPED BIRTH AMERICA’S POSITION AS A 

SUPERPOWER. HE WOULD HAVE BEEN ONE OF OUR TRULY GREAT 

PRESIDENTS. 

 

 

 

OC METRO'S 40 UNDER 40 
 

ANTHONY FERRY & TIM MARSHALL  |  ALBERT KO  |  SARINA 
JAIN  

RYAN RASMUSSEN  & MATTHEW MARSH  |  LAYNIE NEWSOME
JEREMY YAMAGUCHI  |  RIB HILLIS  |  ALLYSON AMES  

STEVE WEST  |  ZACH LYONS  |  DARLYNN MORGAN  |  RYAN 
FARRELLY 

BEN BYASSEE  |  HEATHER SHELTON  |  JERRY MASON 

BRANDON HALL, TOM LEAHY & JAKE KLOBERDANZ  |  NICHOLE
CARROLL 

TAITE BERGIN  |  MICHAEL CARROLL  |  RYAN STEELBERG  |  
SCOTT GRAHAM 

HEIDI STEELE  |  ROBERT PAGLIARINI  |  ARI BENOWITZ  |  
SCOTT NGUYEN 

JENNIFER BACKHAUS  |  JASON KOCH & NEWT MORRIS IV 

STEVE ECONOMOS  |  MICHAEL AVENATTI  |  ANTHONY DEVER
WENDY HICKS & STEPHANIE POLLARO  |  MARTIN PUPIL  |  

TIMOTHY YOUNG 

JENNIFER SINCLAIR  |  TERENCE NELSON  |  AUTUMN STRIER  
|  SCOTT CROSS 

TODD HENDERSON  |  JESSE OHAYON  |  TIM TIMMONS 
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